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little parties which his mother delighted to give ; and even
the honours of print were attained by him as early as his
fifteenth year, when the " Anthologia Hibernica " published
his lines, "To Zelia, on her charging the author with
writing too much on love/'
Very few poets have had so happy a youth, and though
petted Moore was never spoiled : he was a most loving and
dutiful son. But he would have been the better of more
toughening, and he knew it. Later, when a guest at Abbots-
ford, he realized what the open-air life had been worth to
Scott, and told his friend so :
" I said that the want of this manly training showed
itself in my poetry, which would perhaps have had a far
more vigorous character, if it had not been for the sort
of boudoir education I had received. The only thing,
indeed," he adds, " that conduced to brace and invigorate
my mind was the strong political feelings that were
stirring round me when I was a boy, and in which I took
a deep and most ardent interest/'
Moore was born in 1779, and was therefore only three
years old when a free parliament for the Protestant Irish
was established in College Green by the menace of the
Irish Volunteers. He was ten when the French Revolution
spread a ferment through Europe, and ideas of liberty,
equality, and fraternity took strong hold in a country where
men were made unequal as a consequence of their religion.
The Irish parliament went some way in concession : it
gave Catholics the vote ; but they might only vote for
Protestants. Another step was perhaps more important:
it opened the British Army to Catholics who had long been
admitted (by connivance) to the ranks; but henceforward
Catholic gentlemen might find in the British service a full
military career. Such half measures could only lead to